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Parish clerk: Nicola Glading
Phone: 01842 337488
Email: clerk@eriswellparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: http://eriswell.onesuffolk.net

                         MINUTES
Of the ERISWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on April 28th 2026 at THE READING ROOM ERISWELL 
(following the conclusion of the Annual Assembly) 
Present:
Cllr G Tolmie (Chairman)
Cllr J Foster (Vice Chairman)
Cllr A Bibbey
Cllr B Foster
Cllr A James
Cllr D Horsman
In attendance: Nicola Glading (parish clerk),13 members of the public
Mr A Blenkiron (MD Elveden Estates), Mr M Malina Chairman Pride In Place Project)

	2026/ 113
	CHAIRMANS WELCOME and RECORDING OF MEETING: Clerk to record for minutes only 
	

	2026/114
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	
	a) Councillors received apologies for absence from D/Cllr G Kelly and Cllr T Harrington. PC S Cameron and Mr J Tillotson (MoD).
b) Councillors consented to accept the apologies received. 
	

	2026/115
	CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR
	

	
	 None
	

	2026/116
	DECLARATIONS of INTEREST 
	

	
	To receive Members’ declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: N Glading at 2026/121(b).
	

	2026/117
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD in March 2026
	

	
	a) The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in March 2026 were unanimously AGREED as an accurate record. The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes.
	

	
	b) Business remaining from the meeting not on this agenda: None
	

	2026/118
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	
	a) Members of the public may speak about specific items on this agenda or suggest future items. None
	

	2026/119
	UPDATES FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
	

	a.
	Update from the RAF representative Mr J Tillotson had left the meeting during the Annual Assembly (another meeting). Cllr Tolmie read out the Report sent in by Victoria Quamina Community Relations Adviser, RAF Lakenheath (Appendix A) 
The Chairman noted that there has been a lot of interest from plane spotters.
	

	b.
	County Council member: awaiting election results, currently in purdah
	

	c.
	Update from West Suffolk D/Cllr Gerald Kelly and /or D/Cllr Tracy Whitehead. 
Cllr Kelly had given apologies but had asked the clerk to report that the new bins had had a mixed reception. The Chairman noted that everyone should have received a green topped bin, it is believed that the grey caddies will follow by the end of the month. In May, residents should receive a leaflet about what should go in the bins and collection schedule. 
	



	d.
	Update from Police Officer Scott Cameron: PC S Cameron had left the meeting during the Annual Assembly. He had asked the clerk to report that the SID reports were going to be sent to Chris Sadler, who operates the speed trap tripod, so that he can comment on action taken. PC Cameron has sent an article into Lakenheath Times. No issues at the Chequers. 
	

	e.
	Update from Mr A Blenkiron, MD Elveden Farms: currently working on six houses in Eriswell and one in Lakenheath. New tenants soon. Work on the old post office work is out to tender. The farm on the way to Lakenheath will be advertised soon.  There is a waiting list for properties. If interested, please register at Elveden Estate office with Sarah.
South level is going to be needed in late May / new reservoir is 90% full. 
The new windows at the Reading Room and the Pavilion have been ordered. 
The Fly Rentals lease expires in September 2026; they have been served Notice to Quit in October 2026; the MOD have expressed an interest in the site as a drop off point. 
The Environmental Agency carry out regular testing on ground water depths. If it falls to dangerous levels, restrictions will be imposed. Water extraction levels are restricted. 
	

	f.
	To receive a report from Active Lakenheath Community Connectors. No report available at the present time, possibly due to internet issues. Cllr Tolmie reported that  walks are planned, starting at Maids Cross. 
	

	2026/120
	MATTERS RELATING TO PLANNING 
	

	a.
	None at time of agenda
	

	2026/121
	FINANCE/ AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS/ DONATIONS/OTHER EXPENDITURE
	

	a.
	The expenditure for April 2026 was APPROVED and the approved councillors authorised to sign off 
	EPC Payments due April 2026
	

	Payee
	Item 
	Amount

	Staff
	March 2026
	£460.44

	SALC
	Membership subscription 26/7
	£347.22

	Clerk
	Re-imburse Annual Assembly catering
	£56.73



	


	b.
	NALC pay agreement- clerks potential pay increase of 3.3% from April 1st 2026 was NOTED
	

	2026/122
	SID REPORT 
	

	a.
	Report from Cllr G Tolmie, manager of SID device (Appendix B)
Highest speed was 75 mph. Cllr Tolmie commented that a combination of an EPC APNR and access to the DVLA, with fixed penalties would bring in a large amount in revenue. Cllr J Foster asked if transgressions had lessened after February 28th i.e. after deployment? The amount of traffic does appear to have died down, but this may be due to the quitter EVs being used.  
The clerk reported that Westcotec will not sell ANPRs unless prior approval has been given by the Police. The Police maintain that they do not have the manpower to cope with the volume of work that this will create. Additionally, Cllr Noble had promised money for the damaged reflectors. The clerk had reported the damage on the website but the reply had been that the work does not meet the Suffolk County Council Highways criteria. Perhaps the new member will see fit the take on this project. 
The clerk has reported fly tipping incidents.
	

	2026/123
	GOVERNANCE  
a) It was unanimously RESOLVED the allow delegated authority to Cllr G Tolmie and Cllr J Foster to interface with the Pride in Place Board, reporting back to full Council for final decisions. 
b) The clerk was instructed to apply to extend the Asset of Community Value Order. 
	

	2026/124
	CHAIRMANS and OTHER REPORTS 
	

	a.
	Chairman/ Clerks reports: The Chairman told the meeting that these had been covered previously-
a) Pride in Place update
b) Clerk: ANPR feasibility 
c) Clerk: Reflector posts replacement
d) Clerk: Report of fly tipping (furniture) at Lords Walk Eriswell
	

	b.
	Councillors’ reports (on the night)
Planning and grass cutting training information had been shared by the clerk. 
Cllr Tolmie and the clerk have registered for this. 
	


	c.
	Reports from other groups: The Chairman told the meeting that these had been covered previously-
a) [bookmark: _Hlk195893063]Eriswell Recreation Ground Committee (Cllr Tolmie) 
b) Reading Room Committee (Cllr Bibbey)
c) Poor’s Charity (Cllr B Foster)
d) Report from Cllr G Tolmie, Eriswell Footpath Warden
	








	2026/125
	CORRESPONDENCE/ EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION: Information may be shared (with the permission of the Chairman)  
a) SALC Service Survey (20.04.2026)

	






Meeting closed at 8.49pm












Appendix A RAF Lakenheath report to Eriswell Parish Council April 2026.
· U.S. forces recently participated as part of U.S. government efforts to support Norwegian and NATO total defence concepts in Exercise Cold Response.  The exercise was a routine Norwegian-led winter military exercise in Northern Norway. The exercise was a significant milestone to demonstrate the readiness of a U.S.-based Marine Air Ground Task Force to swiftly composite and rapidly deploy across the Atlantic, be received by Norwegian forces, and conduct operations that enable larger NATO operations.
· The 48 FW supported both Norfolk and Suffolk Justice Services last month with representation from both the 48th Security Forces Squadron and the Legal Office. 
· Representation from the 48th Medical Group attended the West Suffolk Council Civic Dinner on 6 March at West Suffolk College.
· Representation from the 48th Mission Support Group attended the Suffolk County Council Civic Reception at Trinity Park in Ipswich on 24 March.
· The RAF Air Defence Radar Museum visited the 48th Operational Support Squadron on 12 March.
· Volunteers attended Feltwell Care Home on several visits this month to join and engage with the residents.
· There will be a planned demonstration outside Gate 1 from 1-6 April. Base personnel are advised to use Gate 2 during this period, which will be open 24 hours until 2200 6 April. Gate 1 will be closed to all inbound and outbound traffic from 1200 to 1600 on Saturday, 4 April. Base personnel have been advised to plan travel accordingly and allow extra time for base entry/exit. There is an increased potential for traffic congestion on and around the installation during this time.
· The 48 FW is aware of safety concerns raised regarding the plane spotters near the Wangford Road junction on the A1065. This is a matter for the local constabulary and the Wing is aware that policing has taken place in this area recently during peak times of activity. The 48 FW RAF Commander has previously engaged with Suffolk Highways on this issue whom are looking to place signage at the forest entrance where the majority of the parking takes place.
· Chairs of local councils have been invited to the NATO BOWL at RAF Lakenheath on 15 May, alongside local football clubs.

Victoria Quamina
Community Relations Adviser, RAF Lakenheath
01638 523145
48FW.CRA@us.af.mil
2 Apr 2026


Appendix B SID Report
On 08 May 2024 at 18:00 the SID was installed on the B1112 on the pole positioned opposite 
the Volvo dealership, The Street, in the village of Eriswell. The SID was positioned to monitor 
traffic coming from the direction Lakenheath heading South towards Eriswell Village.  
Traffic speed and volumes were measured from 00:00AM 28th February 2026 up until 
23:59PM on 31st March 2026. 
There was between 3000 and 3400 vehicles on weekdays passing this point.  
There was between 2200 and 3100 vehicles per day over the weekend heading towards the 
village.  
The busiest times during the week was 07:30 -08:30 (Avg. 238 cars p/h) and 16:00 - 17:00 (Avg. 
256 cars p/h).  
The 85th Percentile Speed (most people) travel at or below 34.3 MPH past his point.  
The 50th Percentile Speed (half the traffic) travel at or below 28.5 MPH past his point.  
The fastest speeds recorded during this period was 75MPH (x1) and 65MPH (x7). The SID is 
positioned 670m past where the 30MPH zone starts (460m past the T-junction).  
The next pages show: - Speed vs vehicle counts at the point listed above. - Typical hourly volumes (weekdays) passing this point - Community Speed Watch Team Limit (35MPH) exceedances table - SID Location aerial diagram
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